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fer sovereignty on the invader, though the occupation
lasted a hundred years. Sovereignty could only be acquired
by the conqueror when it was ceded to him by the former
sovereign. Consequently, it was necessary to differentiate
between the various annexations of the Revolution, be-
tween those which had been accomplished by pure inva-
sion and conquest and those which were legitimate because
they had been ceded to France by treaty. Those territories
which had been annexed by force had never ceased, ac-
cording to the law of nations, to belong to their former
sovereigns; and these had to be returned without any dis-
cussion, for the Coalition had no right to dispose of them.
Next came the territories over which revolutionary France
was the legitimate sovereign since they had been ceded to
her by treaty. But France had agreed to withdraw inside
her old boundaries, and therefore these regions, forming
almost half of Europe, were left without rulers. It was
from this enormous and inchoate mass that the new
Europe was to be molded. The question was how? Ac-
cording to the law of nations, there was but one answer:
France alone possessed legitimate sovereignty and alone
could transfer it to rulers that would be legitimate. Any
cessions, therefore, of this territory could only take place
with the participation of France.
It was now a question of whether the victors were going
to observe these principles of the law of nations. Obvi-
ously the principles considerably minimized their right of
conquest, to use an unsatisfactory modern phrase. They
were the masters of a large part of Europe by conquest;
if they could agree among themselves, they could do any-
thing they wanted. Why then bother to recognize that
certain territories were completely outside of their juris-
diction, and why bother to discuss with France what could
be decided among themselves? But the four allied powers
bowed to the law of nations. In so doing they decreased
their own authority but made their task easier, diminished
their responsibility, and based their reconstruction from